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 INSTRUCTIONS 
 
           LICENSE – NONCOMMERCIAL POSSESSION OF LIVE WILDLIFE 
 Fee $15  (22.73) 
   LICENSE – COMMERCIAL POSSESSION OF LIVE WILDLIFE 
 Fee $500  (22.76) 
                                                                                                                                                                                
 
LEGAL AUTHORITY:   NRS 501.097, 501.379, 501.381, 503.597, 503.610, 504.245, and 504.295 
      NAC 503.108, 503.110, 503.140, 503.560, 503.565, 503.575, and 

   504.450 – 504.488 inclusive 
 
“Wildlife” DEFINED:  “Wildlife” means any wild mammal, wild bird, fish, reptile, amphibian, mollusk, or 
crustacean found naturally in a wild state, whether indigenous to Nevada or not and whether raised in captivity 
or not. 
 
LICENSE REQUIREMENTS:  A license is required to possess any live wildlife unless specifically provided 
otherwise in Commission regulation. You must obtain the license before you possess the wildlife. A license is 
not transferable. NOTE: If the wildlife that you wish to possess must be imported into the state it may be 
necessary for you to first complete and submit a Wildlife Importation Investigation. 
 
LICENSE EXCEPTIONS:  A possession license is not required for species listed in NAC 503.140. These 
species are referred to as EXEMPT animals. In addition, under certain specific circumstances, a license is not 
required to possess certain upland game birds, game fish, and unprotected reptiles and amphibians as 
described or authorized in NAC’s 504.459, 504.4595, and 504.461 respectively. Further, a person who holds 
an exhibitor’s license issued by the Animal and Plant Health inspection Service of the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
may import and exhibit in this state wildlife listed in the USDA license, for not more than 90 days, without 
obtaining any license or permit issued by the Department for the possession, transportation, importation, or 
exportation of that wildlife. 
 
WHERE TO OBTAIN APPLICATION:  Applications for noncommercial and commercial licenses may be 
obtained from any office of the Nevada Department of Wildlife or on the website at www.ndow.org under the 
License Office section. 
 
PROCESSING TIME:  Allow up to thirty (30) days. 
 
DENIAL OF APPLICATION:  Whenever an application is denied, the Department shall notify the applicant in 
writing of the reason for the denial. 
 

GENERAL RESTRICTIONS, CONDITIONS, AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
SALE OF WILDLIFE:  It is unlawful to sell, barter, or trade wildlife unless specifically authorized in statute or 
by a regulation of the Commission.  Wildlife possessed under the authority of a noncommercial license shall 
not be sold, bartered or traded, nor maintained for public display or as a part of or adjunct to any commercial 
establishment. 
 
ACQUIRING LIVE WILDLIFE:  Wildlife may only be obtained from a licensed breeder or dealer in that wildlife; 
collections lawfully made in another state or country (if intended for a commercial license the state or country 
of origin must allow commercialization of the species); or from the Department.  Live wildlife shall not be 
captured from this state and confined unless specifically authorized by Commission regulation. 
 
RECORD KEEPING:  If you are issued a license, you will be required to maintain accurate records regarding 
the transfer or disposal of any wildlife.  The Department will provide you with the necessary form when a 
license is issued. 
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DISEASE REPORTING:  A person who has reason to believe that any captive wildlife has been exposed to 
a dangerous or communicable disease shall immediately give notice to the Department of Wildlife and the 
Department of Agriculture of the Department of Business and Industry. 
 
IMPORT, EXPORT, TRANSPORT:  See Pertinent Statutes and Regulations (below) – NAC 504.464, 504.466, 
504.471. 
 
INSPECTIONS:  A licensee shall allow, at reasonable times, any person authorized to enforce wildlife 
regulations, free and unrestricted access for the inspection of wildlife and holding facilities. 
 
LICENSE RENEWAL:  A commercial or noncommercial license expires on June 30th of each year.  If an 
application for a new license is not submitted to the Department on or before that date, live wildlife possessed 
pursuant to the expired license shall be deemed to be possessed unlawfully and may be seized by the 
Department.  If an application for a new license, with no changes in the current license, is submitted to the 
Department on or before June 30, the current license remains in effect while the application is being reviewed 
by the Department. 
 
LICENSE SUSPENSIONS/REVOCATIONS:  A license may be suspended or revoked by the Department for 
a violation of any term, condition or restriction of the license OR if it is found that the possession of any wildlife 
under the authority of the license is detrimental to any of the wildlife or the habitat of wildlife in this state.  The 
licensee would be advised of any appeal process. 
 
COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER LAWS:  A license does not authorize the taking, possession, transportation, 
importation, exportation or disposal of any wildlife in violation of any applicable federal or state law, any county 
or city ordinance, or any regulation adopted pursuant thereto. 
 
SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS TO THE LICENSE REQUIREMENT:  See Pertinent Statutes and Regulations 
(below) – NAC 504.459, 504.4595, and 504.461. 
 

PERTINENT STATUTES AND REGULATIONS 
 
NRS 504.245 Authority and immunity of Department; duty and liability of owner or possessor of 
wildlife. 
  1.  Any species of wildlife, including alternative livestock, that: 

(a)  Is released from confinement without the prior written authorization of the Department; or 
(b)  Escapes from the possessor’s control, 

may be captured, seized or destroyed by the Department if the Department determines that such actions are 
necessary to protect wildlife and the habitat of wildlife in this State. 
  2.  The owner or possessor of such wildlife: 

(a)  Shall report its escape immediately after receiving knowledge of the escape; and 
(b)  Is liable for the costs incurred by the Department to capture, maintain and dispose of the wildlife 
and for any damage caused by the wildlife. 

  3.  The Department is not liable for any damage to wildlife, or caused by wildlife, in carrying out the provisions 
of this section. 
 
NAC 503.110 Restrictions on importation, transportation and possession of certain species. 
(NRS 501.105, 501.181, 503.597) 
  1.  Except as otherwise provided in this section and NAC 504.486, the importation, transportation or 
possession of the following species of live wildlife or hybrids thereof, including viable embryos or gametes, is 
prohibited: 

(a) Fish: 
Common Name    Scientific Classification 
(1) Lampreys.............................................. All species in the family Petromyzontidae 
(2) Freshwater stingray..............................  All species in the family Potamotrygonidae 

   (3) Freshwater shark..................................  All species in the genus Carcharhinus 
(4) Bowfin...................................................  Amia calva 

   (5) Gars......................................................  All species in the family Lepisosteidae 
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(6) Herring and shad, except threadfin shad. All species in the family Clupeidae, except Dorosoma 
petenense 

(7) European Whitefish..............................  All species in the genus Leuciscus 
   (8) Mexican banded tetra...........................  Astyanax mexicanus 

(9) Piranhas............................................... All species in the genera Serrasalmus, Serrasalmo, 
Pygocentrus, Teddyella, Rooseveltiella and Pygopristis 

(10) South American Parasitic Catfish All species in the families Cetopsidae and 
Trichomycteridae 

(11) White perch........................................ Morone americana 
(12) Freshwater drum................................ Aplodinotus grunniens 
(13) Grass carp, except certified triploids 
          as authorized by a special permit....  Ctenopharyngodon idella 
(14) Pike top minnow.................................  Belonesox belizanus 
(15) Snakehead.........................................  All species in the genera Ophicephalus and Channa 
(16) Walking catfish................................... All species in the genera Clarias, Heteropneustes 

       and Dinotopterus 
(17) Tiger fish............................................  Hoplias malabaricus 
(18) Sticklebacks...................................... All species in the genera Apeltes, Eucalia, Gasterosteus 

and Pungitius 
(19) Tilapia................................................  All species in the genera Tilapia and Sarotherodon 
(20) Nile perch........................................... All species in the genera Lates and Luciolates 
(21) Goldeye..............................................  All species in the genus Hiodon 
(22) Carp: 

         (I) Bighead...........................................  Hypophthalmichthys nobilis 
     (II) Black (snail)...................................  Mylopharyngodon piceus 
     (III) Crucian.......................................... Carassius carassius 
     (IV) Indian............................................ Catla catla, Cirrhina mrigala and Labeo rohita 
     (V) Silver.............................................. Hypophthalmichthys molitrix 
(23) Rudd................................................. Scardinius erythrophthalmus 
(24) Northern Pike………………………… Esox lucius 

  (b) Reptiles: 
Common Name    Scientific Classification 
(1) Alligators and caimans....................... . All species in the family Alligatoridae 
(2) Crocodiles........................................... All species in the family Crocodylidae 
(3) Gharial (gavial).................................... All species in the family Gavialidae 
(4) Bird snake............................................ All species in the genus Thelotornis 
(5) Boomslang.......................................... Dispholidus typus 
(6) Keelbacks............................................ All species in the genus Rhabdophis 
(7) Burrowing Asps................................... All species in the family Atractaspidae 
(8) Coral snakes, cobras, kraits, mambas  

and Australian elapids.................. All species in the family Elapidae, except species in the 
subfamily Hydrophiinae 

(9) Pit vipers and true vipers, except species 
indigenous to this state................ All species in the family Viperidae, except species 

indigenous to this State 
(10) Snapping Turtles................................  All species in the family Chelydridae 

  (c) Amphibians: 
Common Name    Scientific Classification 
(1) Clawed frogs........................................ All species in the genus Xenopus 
(2) Giant or marine toads..........................  Bufo horribilis, Bufo marinus and Bufo paracnemis 

(d) Mammals: 
Common Name    Scientific Classification 
(1) Wild Dogs or Dhole............................. Cuon alpinus 
(2) Raccoon Dog....................................... Nyctereutes procyonoides 
(3) Mongooses and Meerkats................... All species in the genera Atilax, Cynictis, Helogale, 

Mungos, Suricate, Ichneumia and Herpestes 
(4) Wild European Rabbit.......................... Oryctolagus cuniculus 
(5) Multimammate Rat or Mouse............... All species in the genus Mastomys (=Praomys) 
(6) Bats...................................................... All species in the order Chiroptera 
(7) Nutria................................................... Myocastor coypus 
(8) Coyote................................................. Canis latrans 
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(9) Foxes................................................... All species in the genera Vulpes, Fennecus, Urocyon, 
Alopex, Lycalopex and Pseudalopex 

(10) Raccoon............................................. Procyon lotor 
(11) Skunk................................................. All species in the genera Spilogale, Mephitis and 

Conepatus 
(12) Wild pigs and hogs............................ All species in the family Suidae, except domestic breeds 

of Sus scrofa 
(13) Axis deer............................................ Cervus (Axis) axis, C. porcinus, C. kuhli and C. 

calamianensis 
(14) Red deer, elk and wapiti.................... All subspecies of Cervus elaphus, except those 

members of C. elaphus nelsoni which are alternative 
livestock, as that term is defined in NRS 501.003 

(15) Rusa deer.......................................... Cervus timorensis 
(16) Sambar deer..................................... Cervus unicolor 
(17) Sika deer........................................... Cervus nippon 
(18) Roe deer........................................... Capreolus capreolus and C. pygargus 
(19) White-tailed deer..............................  Odocoileus virginianus 
(20) Moose............................................... Alces alces 
(21) Reedbucks........................................ All species in the genus Redunca 
(22) Oryx and Gemsbok........................... All species in the genus Oryx 
(23) Addax................................................ Addax nasomaculatus 
(24) Blesbok, Topi and Bontebok............. All species in the genus Damaliscus 
(25) Hartebeests....................................... All species in the genera Alcelaphus and Sigmoceros 
(26) Wildebeest and Gnus........................ All species in the genus Connochaetes 
(27) Chamois............................................ Rupicapra rupicapra and R. pyrenaica 
(28) Tahr................................................... All species in the genus Hemitragus 
(29) Ibex, Wild Goats, Tur and Markhor.  All species in the genus Capra, except domestic goats, 

Capra hircus 
(30) Barbary (Aoudad) Sheep.................. Ammotragus lervia 
(31) Mouflon sheep, Urial, Bighorn and Argali All species in the genus Ovis, except domestic sheep, 

Ovis aries 

(e) Birds: 
Common Name    Scientific Classification 
(1) Pink Starling or Rosy Pastor...............  Sturnus roseus 
(2) Red-billed Dioch................................  Quelea quelea 
(3) Red-whiskered Bulbul......................  Pycnonotus jocosus 

(f) Crustaceans: 
Common Name    Scientific Classification 
(1) Asiatic mitten crab............................... Eriocheir sinensis 
(2) Crayfish............................................... All species in the families Parastacidae, Cambaridae 

and Astacidae, except Procambarus clarkii, Orconectes 
causeyi and indigenous species of the genus 
Pacifastacus 

(g) Mollusks: 
Common Name    Scientific Classification 
(1) African giant snail................................  Achatina fulica 
(2) Zebra and quagga mussel...................  All species in the genus Dreissena  
(3) New Zealand mud snail………………. Potamopyrgus antipodarum, P. jenkinsi 

 

  2.  The headquarters of the Department and each regional office of the Department will maintain a physical 
description and picture of each species listed in this section when reasonably available. 
  3.  The Department may issue a scientific permit for the collection or possession of wildlife or a commercial 
license for the possession of live wildlife, whichever is applicable, for the importation, transportation or 
possession of a species listed in this section only to: 

(a)  A zoo or aquarium which is an accredited institutional member of the Zoological Association of 
America, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums or their successors. 
(b)  A person who displays, exhibits or uses the species for entertainment or commercial photography, 
including, without limitation, motion pictures, still photography or television, if the species: 

(1)  Is accompanied by evidence of lawful possession; 
(2)  Is not in this state for more than 90 days; and 
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(3)  Is maintained under complete control and prohibited from coming into contact with members 
of the general public. 

If the person is displaying, exhibiting or using mammals for commercial purposes other than for food or 
fiber, he must possess the appropriate license issued by the United States Department of Agriculture. 
(c)  A college, university or governmental agency, for scientific or public health research. 
(d)  Any other scientific institution, as determined by the Department, for research or medical necessity. 
(e)  Any person engaged in commercial aquaculture, upon application and proof to the Department that 
the activity will not be detrimental to aquatic life, other wildlife or recreational uses. As a condition of the 
issuance to such a person of a commercial license for the possession of a species listed in this section, 
a bond may be required to provide for the removal of any species to which the licenses applies that 
may escape or be released from captivity for any reason. The amount of the bond will be determined by 
the Department after considering the degree of potential hazard to wildlife. 
(f)  A tax-exempt nonprofit organization that exhibits wildlife solely for educational or scientific purposes. 

  4.  An interstate shipment of a species listed in this section may be transported through this State, without a 
permit or license issued by the Department, if: 

(a)  The shipper or transporter has evidence of lawful possession of the species issued by the state or 
country where the species originated; 
(b)  Mammals, birds or fish are accompanied by a health certificate issued by the state or country 
where the species originated that indicates the destination, origin and proof of ownership of the species 
being transported; 
(c)  The species is in this State for less than 48 hours; and 
(d)  The species is not unloaded or otherwise released while being transported through this State. 

  5.  This section does not apply to the Department when it is conducting authorized introductions or 
transplantations of a native species of big game mammal listed in this section. 
 
NAC 504.459 Possession of certain species of birds on private property without license; restrictions on 
disposition; documentation on transportation. 
  1.  A person does not need to obtain a license for the possession of wildlife to possess, propagate, breed or 
otherwise maintain the following species of live wildlife to be held in captivity on private property: 

(a)  California quail; 
(b)  Gambel’s quail; 
(c)  Scaled quail; 
(d)  Mountain quail; 
(e)  Chukar; 
(f)   Hungarian (gray) partridge; 
(g)  Ring-necked and white-winged pheasant; or 
(h)  Bobwhite quail. 

  2.  Species of birds, and any parts and progeny thereof, which are possessed in accordance with this section 
must not be: 

(a)  Sold, bartered or traded; 
(b)  Released without the written authorization of the Department; 
(c)  Hunted, except under the authority of a permit to train hunting dogs or raptors; 
(d)  Captured or removed from the wild; 
(e)  Imported into this State without an importation permit issued by the Department, unless: 

(1)  The bird, or part or progeny thereof, is from a hatchery, dealer or independent flock that is an 
approved participant of the National Poultry Improvement Plan; and 
(2)  The importation of the bird, or part or progeny thereof, is in compliance with the requirements 
established by the state department of agriculture pursuant to NAC 571.070; or 

(f)  Placed on public display or maintained as a part of or adjunct to a commercial establishment. 
  3.  A bird authorized to be possessed pursuant to this section may not be transported, alive or dead, from the 
private property where the bird is being held, unless the bird is accompanied by an itemized invoice which lists: 

(a)  The species and the number of each bird to be transported; 
(b)  The date on which the bird to be transported was acquired by the person possessing the bird 
pursuant to this section; 
(c)  The name and address of the person transporting the bird; and 

NAC-571.html#NAC571Sec070
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(d)  The name and address of the person who owns the property from where the wildlife is being 
transported. 

 
 
NAC 504.4595 Possession and propagation of certain species of fish on private property; restrictions 
on disposition; documentation on transportation; conditions for taking of fish. 
  1.  A person does not need to obtain a license to possess, propagate, breed or otherwise maintain the 
following species of privately planted live fish, including hybrids thereof, in a pond or lake which is not 
connected to a state water system by means of a natural water course and which is located wholly on private 
property: 

(a)  Rainbow trout; 
(b)  Brown trout; 
(c)  Cutthroat trout; 
(d)  Brook trout; 
(e)  Largemouth bass; 
(f)  Smallmouth bass; 
(g)  Bluegill sunfish; 
(h)  Redear sunfish; 
(i)  Channel catfish; 
(j)  Black bullhead; or 
(k)  Crappie. 

  2.  Species of fish, and any parts and progeny thereof, authorized to be held pursuant to subsection 1 must 
not be: 

(a)  Sold, bartered or traded; 
(b)  Released into the waters of this state which are not located on the same private property, unless 
the other water is located wholly on private property and is not part of or connected to the state water 
system by means of a natural water course; 
(c)  Captured or removed from the wild to stock the water on the private property; 
(d)  Imported into this state, except upon the written authorization of the Department; or 
(e)  Placed on public display or maintained as a part or as an adjunct to a commercial establishment. 

  3.  A person who possesses fish in accordance with this section may not charge another person a fee for the 
privilege of fishing for or otherwise capturing those fish. 
  4.  A species of fish authorized to be possessed pursuant to this section may not be transported, alive or 
dead, from the private property where the fish are being held, unless the fish are accompanied by an itemized 
statement which lists: 

(a)  The species and number of each fish to be transported; 
(b)  The date on which the fish to be transported were acquired by the person possessing the fish 

pursuant to this section; 
(c)  The name and address of the person transporting the fish and the name and address of the person 

who will receive the fish, if different from the transporter; 
(d)  The name and address of the person who owns or controls the property from which the fish are 

being transported; and 
(e)  The signature of the person who owns or controls the property where the fish were being held, or of 

his designee. 
  5.  The owner, or if applicable, lessee, of a private pond or lake which is stocked with fish in accordance with 
this section, his family and guests may take fish from that pond or lake: 

(a)  At any time; 
(b)  In any manner which is not deleterious or dangerous to the residents, the wildlife other than the fish 
to be taken, and the habitat of the wildlife in this state; and 
(c)  Without regard for limits and required fishing licenses, permits or stamps. 

For the purposes of this subsection, manners of taking fish which are deleterious or dangerous to the 
residents, the wildlife other than the fish to be taken, and the habitat of the wildlife include, but are not limited 
to, the use of poisons and the use of explosives. 
 
NAC 504.461 Unprotected reptiles and amphibians: Possession, transportation and breeding; 
disposition of progeny; restrictions; applicability of other laws. 
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  1.  A natural person may without a license or permit issued by the Department capture, possess, transport 
and breed reptiles and amphibians which are classified by the Department as unprotected if: 

(a)  The capture, possession, transportation and breeding is for strictly personal and noncommercial 
purposes; and 
(b)  The number of reptiles and amphibians possessed by the person does not exceed the possession 
limits established by the Commission for each such reptile and amphibian. 

  2.  If, while in the possession of a natural person pursuant to this section, an unprotected reptile or amphibian 
produces progeny and the number of the progeny exceeds the possession limits established by the 
commission for that reptile or amphibian, the natural person may hold the excess number of progeny in 
captivity for not more than 45 days after the date on which the progeny hatched or was born. On or before the 
expiration of the 45-day period, such progeny must be given as a gift to another natural person or a scientific or 
educational institution located in this State, or disposed of as directed by the Department. Such progeny must 
not be released into the wild. 
  3.  Except as otherwise provided in chapters 501 to 504, inclusive, of NAC, unprotected reptiles and 
amphibians, and any parts and progeny thereof, which are possessed in accordance with this section may not 
be: 

(a)  Sold, bartered or traded; 
(b)  Released into the wild if the reptile or amphibian has been removed from the site where it was 
captured; or 
(c)  Maintained for public display or as a part of or adjunct to any commercial establishment. 

  4.  This section does not authorize the possession, transportation or exportation of unprotected reptiles or 
amphibians in violation of any applicable federal, state, county or city law, regulation or ordinance. 
 
NAC 504.464 Importing of live wildlife into State: General conditions. 
  1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2 and NAC 504.466, a person who holds a commercial or 
noncommercial license may import a shipment of live wildlife into this State if he complies with the following 
requirements: 

(a)  His license must authorize the possession of the species to be imported; 
(b)  He must first obtain an importation permit from the Department unless his commercial or 
noncommercial license specifically authorizes the importation of the species; and 
(c)  If the shipment is comprised of birds, fish or mammals, it must be accompanied by a certificate of 
health issued by a fish pathologist approved by the Department or a veterinarian who is: 

(1)  Licensed to practice in the state in which the shipment originated; and 
(2)  Accredited by the Federal Government. 

  2.  A person who holds a commercial or noncommercial license may import live fish into this State if: 
(a)  His license authorizes the possession of the species to be imported; and 
(b)  He complies with the provisions of NRS 503.597 and NAC 503.560. 

 
NAC 504.466 Conditions for importing of ungulates into State. 
  1.  A person who holds a commercial or noncommercial license must not import ungulates into this State 
unless: 

(a)  His license authorizes the possession of the species to be imported; 
(b)  He first obtains: 

(1)  An importation permit from the Department; and 
(2)  An importation permit from the State Department of Agriculture; and 

(c)  He submits to the Department of Wildlife and the State Department of Agriculture a health 
certificate and certificate of examination of the ungulates issued by a licensed veterinarian who is 
accredited by the Federal Government. The certificate of examination must include: 

(1)  A statement that all animals in the shipment tested negative for tuberculosis, brucellosis and 
such other diseases as prescribed by the Department of Wildlife and the State Department of 
Agriculture; and 
(2)  The following statement signed by the veterinarian in the state, province or country where 
the ungulates originated: 

To the best of my knowledge, animals listed in this certificate are not infected with paratuberculosis 
(Johnes Disease) and have not been exposed to animals infected with paratuberculosis. To the best of 
my knowledge, the premises of origin have not been the site of a significant outbreak of disease in the 

NAC-504.html#NAC504Sec466
../NRS/NRS-503.html#NRS503Sec597
NAC-503.html#NAC503Sec560


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

STATE OF NEVADA – Department of Wildlife          SLAP 22.73/.76                  Rev. Sept 2019 A.M.           Page 8 of 10 
 

previous 24 months that was not contained and extirpated using recognized standards for the control of 
diseases. 

  2.  Additional examinations of the animals may be required by the Department of Wildlife or the State 
Department of Agriculture if: 

(a)  Written notice is given to the licensee; and 
(b)  There is reason to believe that other diseases, parasites or health risks are present. 

  3.  Imported ungulates must be isolated from other animals, for at least 30 consecutive days after entry into 
the State, at the quarantine facility of the importing licensee which is approved pursuant to NAC 504.480. 
 
NAC 504.471 Restrictions on shipment, transportation and exportation of wildlife; exceptions. 
(NRS 502.010) A person shall not ship, transport or export wildlife from the State of Nevada unless: 
  1.  He first obtains an exportation permit from the Department; 
  2.  He possesses a valid license or permit issued by the Department which specifically authorizes the export 
of the species listed on the license or permit; 
  3.  He lawfully obtains the wildlife from a person authorized to possess and export live wildlife without an 
export permit and the shipment is accompanied by a receipt which includes: 

(a)  The species of wildlife and the number of each species being shipped or transported; 
(b)  The date that the wildlife is being shipped or transported; and 
(c)  The name, address and signature of the person from whom the wildlife was obtained; 

  4.  He ships or transports species possessed pursuant to NAC 504.459, 504.4595 or 504.4597; or 
  5.  The wildlife to be transported is an unprotected reptile or amphibian possessed pursuant to NAC 504.461. 
 
NAC 504.472 Marking and tagging of captive wildlife. 
  1.  A person who holds a commercial or noncommercial license for: 

(a)  Ungulates shall cause any ungulates he possesses under the authority of that license to be: 
(1)  Marked with an official ear tag approved by the United States Department of Agriculture; 
(2)  Marked with an ear tag supplied or approved by the Department; or 
(3)  Otherwise permanently marked in a manner acceptable to the Department. 

(b)  Bobcats, mountain lions or black bears shall cause any of those species he possesses under the 
authority of that license to be: 

(1)  Tattooed in the left ear with a number assigned by the Department; or 
(2)  Otherwise permanently marked in a manner acceptable to the Department. 

(c)  Ungulates, bobcats, mountain lions or black bears shall cause any of the progeny of those species 
he possesses under the authority of that license to be tagged or marked: 

(1)  By December 31 of its year of birth; or 
(2)  Before leaving the facility, whichever is earlier. 

  2.  Any identification attached to or implanted in a captive ungulate, bobcat, mountain lion or black bear must 
not be removed or transferred to any other animal. 
 
NAC 504.474 Maintenance of handling facilities. A person who holds a commercial or noncommercial 
license for ungulates, bobcats, mountain lions or black bears shall maintain on the premises where the species 
is most often kept holding and handling facilities that enable the handling, marking and individual identification 
of the species he possesses under the authority of that license. 
 
NAC 504.476 Cages or open-top enclosures for bobcats, mountain lions and black bears. 
  1.  Any person who, on or after February 28, 1994, applies for and is granted an initial commercial or 
noncommercial license for bobcats, mountain lions or black bears shall maintain, on the premises where the 
species is most often kept, a cage or open-top enclosure for the species that meets or exceeds the minimum 
requirements set forth in this section. 
  2.  Any cage for bobcats, mountain lions or black bears must have: 

(a)  Sides constructed of: 
(1)  Woven wire or chain link which is no smaller than 11 gauge for bobcats and 9 gauge for 
mountain lions or black bears; or 
(2)  A solid material that cannot be destroyed by the species contained therein; 

(b)  A top constructed of woven wire or chain link which is no smaller than 11 gauge; 
(c)  A floor: 

NAC-504.html#NAC504Sec480
../NRS/NRS-502.html#NRS502Sec010
NAC-504.html#NAC504Sec459
NAC-504.html#NAC504Sec4595
NAC-504.html#NAC504Sec4597
NAC-504.html#NAC504Sec461
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(1)  Constructed of cement or concrete at least 3 inches thick into which metal fence posts are 
permanently secured; or 
(2)  Made of dirt with buried chain link or a similar material that will preclude the species from 
digging through the floor and escaping; and 

(d)  Have double doors constructed in such a manner that the exterior door must be closed before the 
interior door can be opened. Each door must be secured by a lock. 

  3.  Any open-top enclosure for bobcats, mountain lions or black bears must comply with the following 
minimum requirements: 

(a)  The enclosure must have a perimeter fence which is: 
(1)  At least 8 feet high for its entire length; 
(2)  Constructed of: 

(I)  Woven wire or chain link which is no smaller than 11 gauge for bobcats and 9 gauge 
for mountain lions or black bears; or 
(II)  A solid material that cannot be destroyed by the species contained therein; and 

(3)  Supported by posts or stays located at intervals of not more than 10 feet. 
(b)  A double overhang (Y-cantilever) of barbed or electrified wire, or smooth wire which is no smaller 
than 9 gauge, must be installed at the top of the perimeter fence with one cantilever tilted in at a 
45-degree angle and the other tilted out at a 45-degree angle. The cantilevers must be not less than 
12 inches in length. 
(c)  For: 

(1)  Bobcats and mountain lions, the bottom of the perimeter fence must be secured to the 
ground in such a manner as to prevent the ingress and egress of the species; and 
(2)  Black bears, buried mesh wire which is no smaller than 11 gauge must extend laterally 
3 feet to the inside of the enclosure for the length of the perimeter fence in such a manner as to 
prevent the species from digging under the fence and escaping. 

(d)  Any trees or obstacles that would allow bobcats, mountain lions or black bears to exit or enter the 
enclosure must be removed. 
(e)  Any gate in the perimeter fence must be: 

(1)  Designed to close by itself; and 
(2)  Equipped with two locking devices. 

  4.  Any cage or open-top enclosure for bobcats, mountain lions or black bears must be maintained in a 
condition that prevents the ingress and egress of the species. If any bobcats, mountain lions or black bears 
pass through, under or over the cage or open-top enclosure, the licensee shall immediately repair or alter the 
cage or open-top enclosure to prevent the continued passage. 
 
NAC 504.478 Ungulates: Enclosures. 
  1.  Any person: 

(a)  Who, on or after February 28, 1994, applies for and is granted an initial commercial or 
noncommercial license for ungulates; or 
(b)  Who: 

(1)  On February 28, 1994, holds any permit or license issued by the Department which 
authorizes the possession of live ungulates; and 
(2)  Adds to or rebuilds any existing enclosures for ungulates on the premises where the 
ungulates are most often kept, except for the performance of necessary repairs or maintenance, 

shall maintain, on the premises where the ungulates are most often kept, an enclosure for those ungulates that 
meets or exceeds the minimum requirements set forth in this section. 
  2.  The enclosure must have a conventional perimeter fence which is at least 8 feet high for its entire length. 
The lower 6 feet of the fence must be constructed of: 

(a)  Woven wire or chain link which is no smaller than 12 1/2 gauge; or 
(b)  High-tensile woven wire which is no smaller than 14 1/2 gauge, 

of a mesh that is no larger than 6 inches by 8 inches. If the roll of fencing material is less than 6 feet in height it 
must be overlapped to attain 6 feet, and securely fastened at every other vertical row or woven together with 
cable, in such a manner as to eliminate gaps. Any supplemental wire used on the upper 2 feet of the fence to 
attain the height of 8 feet must be constructed of smooth, barbed or woven wire which is no smaller than 12 1/2 
gauge with strands spaced not more than 6 inches apart. 
  3.  The posts used in a perimeter fence must: 
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(a)  Extend at least 8 feet above and 2 1/2 feet below the surface of the ground. 
(b)  Be spaced not more than 24 feet apart with stays or supports at intervals between the posts of not 
more than 8 feet, except that no stays or supports are required for properly stretched high-tensile 
fences. 
(c)  For corner posts, be: 

(1)  Constructed of pressure-treated wood which is not less than 5 inches in diameter; and 
(2)  Braced with wood or a suitable metal properly set in concrete. 

(d)  For line posts, be constructed of: 
(1)  Pressure-treated wood which is not less than 4 inches in diameter; or 
(2)  Metal “T” posts which weigh not less than 1 1/4 pounds per foot. 

  4.  Any gate in a perimeter fence must be: 
(a)  Designed to close by itself; and 
(b)  Equipped with two locking devices. 

  5.  There must be no gate in any portion of a perimeter fence shared in common with another enclosure for 
the same species which is maintained by another licensee. 
  6.  Materials for an electrical fence may be used on a perimeter fence only as a supplement to the materials 
required by this section. 
  7.  If a perimeter fence is on uneven terrain, any hollows must be filled with suitable materials such as rock, 
hard-packed soil or logs. 
  8.  A perimeter fence must be maintained in a condition that prevents the ingress and egress of ungulates. If 
any ungulates pass through, under or over the perimeter fence, the licensee shall immediately repair or alter 
the fence to prevent the continued passage. 
 
NAC 504.480 Ungulates: Quarantine facility; report of death; postmortem examination. A person who 
holds a commercial or noncommercial license for ungulates shall: 
  1.  Maintain, on the premises where the ungulates are most often kept, a quarantine facility which is approved 
by both the Department of Wildlife and the State Department of Agriculture. 
  2.  Allow agents of the Department of Wildlife or the State Department of Agriculture to inspect at any time 
that quarantine facility and any animals contained therein. 
  3.  If a quarantine is imposed, quarantine ungulates in that quarantine facility. 
  4.  Immediately report to the Department of Wildlife the death of any ungulate he possesses under the 
authority of that license. The Department of Wildlife may require the licensee to submit the ungulate to: 

(a)  A laboratory approved by the Department of Wildlife; or 
(b)  A licensed veterinarian who is accredited by the Federal Government, 
for a post-mortem examination to determine the cause of death. 

 
 

WHERE TO SEND APPLICATION AND FEES 
 
Submit your completed application to the appropriate office below: 
 
Western Region     Southern Region 
Nevada Department of Wildlife   Nevada Department of Wildlife 
Special Licenses and Permits   3373 Pepper Ln.; Las Vegas, NV 89120 
1100 Valley Rd, Reno, NV 89512   Telephone: (702) 486-5127 
Telephone: (775) 688-1500    Counties: Clark, Esmeralda, Lincoln, Nye 
Counties: Carson City, Churchill, Douglas, 
Humboldt, Lyon, Mineral, Pershing, Storey, 
Washoe 
 
Eastern Region 
Nevada Department of Wildlife 
60 Youth Center Road; Elko, NV 89801 
Telephone: (775) 777-2300 
Counties: Elko, Eureka, Lander, White Pine 
 


